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Before: PREGERSON, NOONAN, and BEA, Circuit Judges.

Michael Newsom appeals two district court orders granting (1) the

defendants’ Rule 12(b)(6) motion to dismiss Newsom’s state law claims for

wrongful discharge in contravention of public policy, negligent hiring and

retention, and intentional infliction of emotional distress; and (2) the defendants’

Rule 56(b) motion for summary judgment with respect to Newsom’s 42 U.S.C.     

§ 1983 claims, which allege the defendants violated Newsom’s procedural and

substantive due process rights.  We affirm.

Newsom’s § 1983 claims lack merit.  Even if Newsom had a property

interest in his job, Newsom was afforded ample due process.  See Heath v. Redbud

Hosp. Dist., 620 F.2d 207, 210 (9th Cir. 1980).  Further, his termination for a

“performance deficiency” did not impose a “stigma” upon Newsom.  See Stretton

v. Wadsworth Veterans Hospital, 537 F.2d 361, 366 (9th Cir. 1976).  

Newsom’s state law claims lack merit.  Newsom failed to serve first upon

the defendants a verified claim for damages in accordance with RCW 4.96.020. 

See Schoonover v. State, 116 Wn. App. 171, 184 (2003).  Substantial compliance

does not satisfy the statute.  Medina v. Public Util. Dist. No. 1, 147 Wn. 2d 303,

316 (2002).

AFFIRMED.


